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Pregnant women in this outbreak were advised to consult a physician and deliver by C-section due to an increased risk of adverse outcomes. If vaccination against monkeypox is not available to the population, the rationale for immunization among at-risk groups should also be explored and discussed
with health care providers to reach a consensus on priority groups. Though the current outbreak is not associated with known geographical or temporal clustering, this situation could develop into a large outbreak and a sustained level of community transmission of monkeypox among children, the

immunocompromised, and pregnant women in the future. It is important that there is a community education program for health care providers to minimize the likelihood of infections among health care workers as is done in endemic settings. Individuals presenting with the clinical signs of
monkeypox, especially contact with someone who recently travelled to an endemic country or who has recently visited a zoo or an animal park should be treated as having possible monkeypox infection; prompt diagnosis and infection control measures can prevent dissemination of infection. Thirty-

nine of the 41 cases reported at this stage have been laboratory confirmed by Western blot as monkeypox using the monkeypox virus (MOI-050). For children with confirmed monkeypox disease, 14 cases (8 cases of confirmed and 5 unconfirmed cases) have been reported as of 22 May 2013. Four of
the confirmed cases died. Unconfirmed cases include four cases from Guangdong province who presented for testing through the surveillance system on 11 March 2013 and three cases from Guangxi province who were identified through active case finding. The monkeypox death rate in China is
currently higher than in most of the other countries where monkeypox has been diagnosed, with the highest rates in very young children. It has been estimated that a death rate of less than 1% would be required to prevent much of the morbidity from monkeypox in children and the other patient

groups most at risk.
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Because the outcome of treatment can vary significantly between different strains of
monkeypox, it is important that laboratory-diagnostic assays are standardized, in order to

produce comparable results and to ensure that they are clinically relevant. Careful
consideration should be given to the use of the stock vaccine with respect to all aspects of

concomitant veterinary or human medical care. Therefore, ideally, monkeypox vaccine-
associated adverse reactions should be thought of as the same as any other vaccine-

associated reaction. The following are some of the most important factors which should be
considered when selecting a vaccine for human use: As more of the outbreaks are reported,
it may be useful to review the available scientific literature with respect to various causes of
monkeypox as well as investigating for new agents with similar clinical manifestations and
modes of transmission to monkeypox virus. The CDC has documented three monkeypox

outbreaks in the USA and the Canadian report of cases in Minnesota may be the first in that
country. In addition, the CDC has begun an investigation into an outbreak of monkeypox in
the general population in West Africa and so far, there are reports of at least 10 additional
suspected cases from Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Quarantine is

an important component of monkeypox control strategies. It is the final step in stopping the
further spread of monkeypox from a single point source and is considered to be the most

effective measure to prevent its re-emergence, once removed from its point of introduction.
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