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debbie edrington, newly retired editor of gardens illustrated,
has long been a supporter of all the efforts going on to raise
the profile and profile of the media in gardening. she has a
list of worthwhile publications she has reviewed over the
years on her website at debiedrington.com. you can also
follow her on twitter at @debiedrington. as a new bike
commuter, i was amazed to see how many professional
travelers the zg team put on this route. it's great to see the
zg team doing so much for so many bike commuters. in a
previous note, i mentioned "a public route" that i had been
enjoying for seven years. this year, for the first time, it
received public monies. this represents only a tiny fraction
of the daily riders. it's great to be associated with a project
as cool and important as the national garden bureau. they
just finished a new headquarters, built with $22 million in
federal funds. with any luck, the national garden bureau will
stay around for a good while. their projects are important. i
had the privilege of meeting them at the urban farm
institute last summer, and it was a very rewarding
experience. i hope the urban farm institute keeps doing the
remarkable work they are doing, too. i don't have kids, but
my husband and i are very happy so far with my daughter. i
am a huge fan of primers such as "the baby book:
everything you need to know to raise a healthy baby and a
happy toddler" and "raising baby and toddler". there's a lot
of great info in those books.my daughter has been 1 years
old, i feel good about the time we spent watching the world
cup together. hopefully, she will appreciate that event as i
do, which is more than could be said for her dad.my
daughter is beautiful and funny. i love how she makes me
smile. she makes her family smile. my daughter is smart and
will grow up to be wonderful person. 
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as an educational writer, if you are not on the editorial side,
youre a gatekeeper. its your job to make sure that the

education content you put out is clear, accurate, and timely.
you are the one who is supposed to take time to edit the
teacher letters who get their stories ready for publication,

and steer them clear of any grammatical mistakes and
factual inaccuracies. you are the one who must determine if

the event you write about is educationally valuable and
insightful. and you are the one who must wade through the

interest group letters, telling your school district how we
should allocate resources or how we should organize our

cafeterias. sometimes, you find it hard to distinguish
between the two because people in those groups are often
looking for more than education content; they are looking

for that same access to news media that you may seek as a
writer of editorial content. and you should think of those

groups as your competition, because they want to appear on
the news you are selling. at the same time, as a publisher,

you know that if you are not offering quality content for your
readers, who are other advertisers who seek eyeballs, they
will go elsewhere. but at some point, you are going to have

to get over it. if you dont, you dont have a business any
more. if you love writing, and if you love being an editor,

then let me ask you this: why are you not running your own
magazine? why are you not running a book publishing

company? because you are an employee, subject to the
interests of your publisher. its time to treat yourself like any
other business owner in the united states, with the power to
determine who you will represent. if you want to get paid for

the stories you want to write and the angles you want to
pursue, it will take more than a paycheck from an editor.
you will have to turn down the jobs that dont serve your
interests, or find clients with their own agendas and your

own editorial standards. it should be a competitive,
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adversarial relationship that pushes you to be the best.
5ec8ef588b
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