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The age of steam. And, there is no better metaphor. In the era of electrification, trains are looking for a comeback. As the young formulators of the most powerful and advanced steam locomotive system in the world…. So it is quite auspicious that the Japanese Railway Hokkaido Corporation are the first to

use the innovative, SMART ELECTRIC technology on the (relatively small) UR4U-350 locomotive. It is, after all, part of a growing trend where steam locomotives are being revived. In the 50s and 60s, there were rare occurrences of entire steam locomotive trains running on the tracks of Europe. It was mainly
because of the growing ecological concerns with the advent of diesel locomotives, and the fact that oil was getting scarce. A new entry in the world of locomotives, the UR4U-350 is the first steam-powered train to use electric trains, which are almost exclusively used in Japan. The vehicle is built by Kawasaki
Heavy Industries as a demonstrator for the SMART SHINKANSEN electric locomotive system. It is the first in-service electric locomotive to be tested on the Japanese railroads, the Hokkaido Shinkansen. The system works by using a Z grid arrangement, which means that the locomotives can do circles around
a certain point, while electric locomotives can only do straight lines. The SMART SHINKANSEN set, the "SHINKAN" in the name is a mix of the words "SMART" and "SHINKAN" which means "electric" and "locomotive", and is used by all the companies that have their electric train systems. It is also much safer

and cleaner than diesel locomotives. The Excalibur uses premium digital drivers that more than guarantee great detail and depth in the soundstage. The balanced armature drivers of the Excalibur: are all transistor-based, with no moving parts for less distortion and no unwanted resonance for higher clarity.
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