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walls are the legacy of a boat builder, says
a landmark exhibition. There are 1,000

such pictorial depictions around Malta, be it
in the Nativity Chapel in Mdina, the Bell

Tower of the Cathedral of the Assumption
and the St Joseph’s Oratory of the

Minorites. The exhibition, ‘Era of Grandeur:
Portraits and Paintings of Malta’, which is

open until December 26, shows the
fascination that has gripped the world for

nearly 500 years. The works were produced
at times when Malta was at the top of its
success, and when its empire was one of
the wealthiest in the world. Many of the

works were painted in palaces, homes and
chapels around Malta, and many were
produced for wealthy foreign clients,

mainly English and Italian aristocrats. The
exhibition includes photographs of the

original canvasses and a recreation of the
setting, while replica works serve as guides
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