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Unready Athelred "the Unready" (known in modern English as Ednoth the Unready)
was the name of King Edward Ill of England, nicknamed "the Unready" for his lack of
military ability. King Edward Il was the youngest of the three sons of King Edward Il
by Queen Eleanor of Provence; his older brothers being his father's heir as Prince of
Wales, King Edward lll of England and his half-brother the Prince of Aquitaine, who
had ruled briefly under his father's name and regency in 1327. The nickname
"Unready" dates from the time of Edward Ill's accession on 14 November 1327,
when he was 21 years old. King Edward Il had been overthrown and murdered by
his two sons; Edward Il was crowned in his place and immediately declared himself
"Unready", mainly due to the fact that he was too young to rule with the wisdom of
age. His court also lacked skills that kings needed to successfully run a kingdom,
such as lawyers, parliamentarians, or successful military commanders. Military
ability Edward Ill was well-mannered and his reign was peaceful for much of his
reign. He was a generally competent military commander and a keen political
reformer and patron of the arts. He was an outspoken critic of his father's policies
and clung to much of his father's character, rejecting the more mercantile values of
his half-brother and father's more secular policies. Edward lll's reign was marked by
steady military improvement, on the back of his efforts to secure the independence
of his kingdom, the liberation of his father's kingdom of Aquitaine and the growth of
the English navy. Under Edward Ill the English Empire began to go from strength to
strength, and in 1337, at the Treaty of Limerick, the English held the greater part of
Ireland for the first time since the Norman Invasion of 1169-74. Death Edward Il
lived past his late 50s and died on 28 April 1377, aged over 63. He suffered from
poor health throughout his reign, exacerbated by a particular weakness of
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