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was founded in 1132 by Tadhg Ua Cellaigh, Lord of Kilkenny, and was an offshoot of the

Cistercian Abbey of Mellifont which had been founded in 1131. Construction of the
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monastery lasted over 50 years. The monastery was nearly destroyed by the Normans
during the wars of the 13th century but was rebuilt in 1352. Tadhg was buried in the abbey

and was succeeded by his son, Dermot Ua Cellaigh. The monastery was the seat of a
commendatory abbacy from 1408 to 1522. The abbey was dissolved in the 18th century. The

site of the monastery is now occupied by Kilkenny railway station. Building The monastery
was built by English and Irish masons and stone is thought to have been quarried locally.

Most of the monastery is made of unclassified limestone rubble. On the southwest façade, on
the top of the building is an arched doorway, which is over wide and leads into a crypt under
the chancel. The chancel is in two bays and has an aisle along its south side. The abbey itself

is cruciform with a nave and two aisles. There are only a few remains of the original
structure. The west wall of the nave is still standing and is high and long. The west window is

vaulted, high and contains seven lights. The tombs inside the abbey, including those of
Dermot, Tadhg and Maolshlegan are barely apart and are arranged in a kind of circle. They

are in three tiers. The floor is paved with large flat slabs and some more ornate slabs can be
seen at the base of the walls. The tombs are in the form of an open square and within each
of these is a freestanding stone sarcophagus. The sarcophagi were originally covered with a

thick stone slab but some have been opened. The monastery's original cemetery is
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